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I assent,

AN AClr to Provide lor the establishment ofa civilian o'ersight ar"rthor.ity
to monitor the operations of the.lamaica constabulary Force arrcl
tl:e Auxi Iiaries and fo r connected matters"

.qtj rJ HNAcTED by The eueenrs Mosr Excellenr Majesry, by andwi th the advice and consent  of  the senats uni  H"ur*-or
Rcpresentatives of .larnaica, ancl by the Authority of the ,**, 

",fullows:*

1 " Th is Act may be cited as ft e pol ice (civi lian oversight) A.urJrority
Act, 2005, and shall come into operation on a day to be appointerJ t:y
the Minister by notice published inthe Gazeue.

2. Irr this Act, unless tlre context otherwise requires_
"Authority" mbans the police (L'ivilian oversight) Authority

established under section 3 :
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pio. I fne police (Civilian eversight) Authority
Act, 2005

"r\uxiliaries"mean&-

(a) the Island Special Constabulary Force consrituted
by the Constables (Special)Act; and

O) the Rural police constituted by the Constables
(Disnict)Act;

"Force" means the Jamaica Constabulary Force,
3'{l) There is hereby established a body to be known as,the

Police (Civilian Ovenighr) Aurhoriry.
(2) The provisions of the schedurc shail have effect as to the

constitution oftheAuthority and otherwise in reration thereto.
a,*-(l) The firnctiorx of theAu*rority are to*_

(a) monitor;the implqgentatio,n ofporicy relating to the Force
andtheAuxiliaries;

(b) monitor the standard:of perfomrance of the Force and the
A&i(iliari-es so,as to ensrire that intemationaily accepted
standards ofporicing are maintained, and to report thereon;

. (c) conductinspeotions of theForceand,theAuxiliaries;
(d) monitor the runagcment and use ofthe financial and other

resources ofthe Force and the,Auxilides;
(e) perf:orm such other functions as may bs necessary for

promoting tho'effi ciency'of the Force,and the Auxiliaries.
(2) TtreAuthority Shall, in the exencise ofils,g*r.1ions underthis

Act, have the powei to-

G) requip the attendance oftheCo,fl{lissiqneX,of ,,police or
any ogher officer of,the Fqrce or the,Auxiliades;

, (b) callforandexaminedocumentsanclreconls;,l :

(c) rtxeiverepresentations,frommenrbers ofthepublic in relation
to the operation ofthe force and,theAuxiliaries;

(d) do all such ottrer things as it consiclers;necessmy o. expedient
for the purpose of carrying ouf its functions under this Act.



The Poliee (Cjvilian Oversighg Aurtority [No. ]
Act, 2005

(3)Anoffi ceroreqpldyeeof theAuthodtynaay,withithe,prior
written authorization oftre chairman oftheAuttroritli at,any,rqasonable
time----

(a) enter premise$ occupied by any division ofthe Force or by
anyoftheAuxiliaries;

(b) require a msrnbff of the Force or of any of the Auxiliaries lo
furnish such information or to produce such category of
documenls or records as may be specified in the
authorizatior1 and

(c) inspect and examine sush documents orrecords and make
copiesthereof.

5.{ I ) A member of the,Force or any of the Auxiliaries shall give
an offi cer, emplope ormemrber oftheAuthorityall reasonable assistance
in his power and fumistr him with such informatio4 records or documents
as he may reasonably require.

(2) Aperson who-

(a) obstructs, hinders orprovents an officeror employee of the
Authorityfrom enteringanypremises refened to in section
aQ);

(b) fbils or refuses tq give information or to produce any
document.orrecord required by that oflicer,

slull be guilfy of an offence and liahle on sumnary conviction boforo a
Resident Magistrate to a fine not exceeding one hundred thousand
dollars.

6.**(l ) TheAuthority may, where it considers nece$sary refer a
nratter to-*

(r) thePoliceServioeCommission;

1b)" ttreMinister;

(c) the Comrnission for the Prevention of Comrption; or

(d) theCornmissionerof Police,

as the case may qequire, for appropriate action to be taken.
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(2) whe'e theAuthorityrcrcrs a mater u'crcrsubsccti.n ( r),
the person or body to whom the matte.was rererred rnuiio, .'uun o*possiblo cau.se a report to be macrc to thcAur.horityon thc acti*n takcrr.

(2) the report sha, be in ths form directed by the Minister,

. . 8' I'heArthority sharf upor trre request of the Minister, fumish tohiln a repo't on any speci fi c mattcr whi.h tt * Mrni rter may fion r i i,n*,olime recluest of theAuthority,

(2) A person who is in possessi on of any inftirmation which hekn*ws to have been'discrosed'in conkavention orsuus*ciio" iil ,rr"il
not publish such information.



l'he Polic* (Civilian Oversighr) Authority lNo. I 5
Act, 2005

1 ? ) Th c rTlaximum penalty that may be imposed in respect o f a
breach of a provision ofilre regulations shall be a fine not exceeding hvo
hunilrcii auri fifty thousand dollars or imprisonment for a term not cx*
cecding six rnonths or both such fine and imprisonment.

I I l)afl VI of the C-'onstabulary Force Acr is hereby repealed. 
F;X,"il,i,-
Con stabul : r r  y
['-orce Act
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scunnuln , (Section 3)

. VTte: Folice (Cnttttfatt Over.sighr) Authoriw
('onstirlr(ion 'A;. The Authoriry shalr .onrirt orlnot ,.r, *r*n"" nor more rhan0r A(rrhorrt)' tfG"rnenrbers. of whonr--

V (a) trvo nKmbers shall be members ofthe Foljce Service Commission;
(b) one member shall be a duly qualified accountant;
(c) subjecr to .sub-paragraph (2), .ne member strirt ue a person with

operational cxperience in security seruices.

(2) Aperson may not bc appointcd under sub_paragraph (l) if he is*
(a) a servirrg menrber of the Jamaica constabulary Force, or any of the

Auxiliaries or the Jama-ica Defence l;orce;

(b) a mcnrber of trre first slass of the Jamaice Nationar Reserye .

Jiill:'rt ,r"z jl.) 
'r'he.nrenrbers 

shail bc nppointed by the oover:nor-Generar after
,.t:onsutrarion rvirh rhe prime.,Mi'ilr-er and the klg.:_.,olJf,f Opposition anJ/ shall hold offici fdiA pleiioa of nui vra.s. 

,***"'.r.rn"ij

(2) Every member shall be eligible for reappointrnent.
('hrirnra' 

, ,,' 
].*,(l )'rhe covenor-Gensrar srrarrappointoue of the members, other than

;/ u rre'lber appoirrtcd pursrant t 'paragraph l (r) (a), to be chairma" 
"r,rr." uuthor.iry.

(2) The Chairman shtll presidc at all rneetings of the Authoriry ar which
he is present, and in the case of rhe chairman's absJnce nom nny meeting, the
ntembcrs present and fornring a quorurn slrall elect ole of their numbcr to
preside at that r.neeting.

A(ril)lj', 4, lf any nleu'ber is absent or unable to act, the Govemor-General mayuDpt)rrlrrrrcnts appoint any persotr to act in the place uf that mernbcr, so, howevcr, that suchuppointrrrent shalr be nrade in the same manner and from among any of thecategorie:s of persotrs as would be requirecl in rhe casc of the substantive
tppoinlnreur.

l{usigrrariorr, -5.-*(l } Arry nrenrber other than thc crrairman may at any time rcsign hisol'l"ice by illstrurltetlt in writing addressc.d to rhe coucrrior-General andtrattlltiltted through the Chairman ancJ fiont the date ofreceiptby the Governor-
cenerar ofsuch iusl*rnre'r, that per$ou shalr cease to be a menrber.

(2) 'l:hs chairnrar-nray at a*y tirrrc resigu his office by instrument inwritiug addressed to the Covernor'cenerur ani suclr resignation sha[ take
efti:ct as fl'.,nr rhe date of rcceipt by trre Governor*Generar of that instrumenr.
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6, The Governor-General a{ter consultation rvith the Prime Minister snd the Revocation
Leader of Opposition may at any time revoke the appoinfnent ofany'mernber, 

ljpoinrm.nr,

8' The names of all mcmters of the Authority as first constitutsd and every
clrange therein, shall be published in the Gazeue

9. The lirnds of the Authority shall consist of funds as may from time to time
be placed at its disposition for the purposes of this Act by parliament, and such
other moneys as may be lawfi:lly paid to thc Authoriry.

l0' Thc Authority shall keep praper account$ of its rcceipts, payrrrsnrs, :Accounrs
asscts arxl liabilities and such accounts shall be audited'annuatty Uy an-auai1p1 and audir,
appointed in each year by the Authority with trre approval of the Minister.

- l l .TheAuthorityshall,onorbeforethe3lstOctoberincachyear,submitto Esrimatee.
tlre Minister fqr approval, its estinrates of reveuue and expendituie inrespect of
the onsuirrg financial year.

l2--(l) TheAuthorityshallappointandemployatsurhremunerationand Appoinr.
0n such terms and conditions as they think fit, a secretary and such sdlsp mcnr of
ofllcers a'd employees as they think necessary for the proper carrying out o1 staff.
thc provisions of t}te Acr:

I)rovided that no salary in excess ofthe prescribed rate shall be assigned to
any pr>st without the prior approval of thc Minister.

(2) In sub-paragraph (l) .,prcscribed.rate" 
mems such rate as mav bc

prescribed by the Minister by order published in the Gazette.

(3) Thc Governor-General may, subject to such conditions as he may
inpose, approve ofthe appointncnt ofany officer in the service ofthe Govemmenr
to any oflice with the Authority and any officerso appointed shall, in relation to
any pcnsion. gratuity or other allowance, and othcr rights as a public oflicer, bc
treatcd as continuing in the servicc of the Govemmcnr.

I 3. ' - /$l ) 
'Ihe 

seal of the Authority shall be kept in thc custody of the Chairmas scar anrJ
and shall bc afTixed to instruments pursuant to a resoturion of the Authority. ;:::*:"Jr:t

(2) The seal of theAuthorifyshall be authenricared by thc signarures of
the Chairman and one other member.

(3) All documents, other than those reqLrired by law to bc under scal,
and all decisions oftheAuthority may be signified undcr thc hancl of the chairman
or the Secrctary.
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(2) A quonun of rhe Authonty shall be three.
(3) The decision of the Authority shail be by a majorify of Votes and, in

addition to an original vote, the chairman siralinanl a 
"uuting 

uot* in ,ri *ur*
in which the voting is equal,

(4) lvlinutes in propcr form of each rneeting of the Authority shall be
kept and shall be submitted to thc:Govemor.Gbneral and the Minister within
scven days after confirmation thereof.

(5) The validityof the proceedings oftheAuthorityshall not:bc aftbcted
by any vacaniy amongst the members,ihereof,

I 5.. No member shall be psrsonally liable for any act or dcfault of the Authoriry
done or omittcd'to'be done in good faith in rhe course of the operatibns of the
Authority.

I

16. Therc shall be paid to the members of thc Authority such remuneration a$
the Ministcr may determinc"

-l 7. The office of chairrnan or member of,theAuthority shall not be a public
ottce for the purposcs of Chapter V of the Constitution.

:
18. Where, puisuant to the provisions of this;Schedule, the Governor-

(ieneral is required to act afler consultation witlr the Leader of thc c)pposition
and-

(a) there is no pergon holding trre office of Lcader of the opposition; ur

(b) thp holdcr of that ofiice is unwilling oi.by reason of his illness or
absence from JamaicE unable to performhis fi'rctions in that regard,

those provisions shall be construed as if the reference to the Leader of the
opposition were a refercnce to such person as the Governor-Gencral, in his
discrerion, eousiders appropriate.
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Passcd in the House of Representatives this z5th day of october, 2005"

O. T. WILLIAMS
Deputy Speaker

Passed in the Senate this 25th day of November, 2005.

SYRINGA MaR SHRT,T--B uru^rETT, C.t)
Pre,rident.
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